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Welcome to
Shrewsbury High School.
Helping every girl fulfil her 
potential and dreams.
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Why Shrewsbury
High School?

We are a vibrant, independent day school in the heart of 
Shrewsbury, proud to have been educating girls since 1885 
and firmly rooted in the local community.

At Senior level we offer girls only education because we 
believe it offers the best environment for girls to excel 
whatever her disposition and direction.  Our girls are at the 
heart of everything we do and there are no limits to what a 
Shrewsbury High School girl can achieve.

We seek to foster intellectual risk taking and build resilience so 
that our girls will develop into self-confident forward thinking 
young women, ready to make a difference to the world in 
which they live.
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We are proud to be part of the Girls’ Day School Trust, the 
largest network of independent girls’ schools in the country, 
born of rebellion and resolve to liberate the potential of girls.

We value our heritage and are true to the GDST founding 
principles of helping every girl fulfil her potential and dreams.   
We believe being part of the GDST family of excellent schools 
gives our pupils many advantages and joins them to a global 
network of excellence and opportunity.  Our combined 
strengths mean we can help girls perform confidently on a 
national level.  

Unique national events bring the GDST family together in a 
spirit of friendly and supportive competition, championing 
collective endeavour and mutual respect, qualities prized in the 
wider world.
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Where girls learn
without limits



6

A Shrewsbury High School girl
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Our girls thrive because we understand, more than anyone, 
how girls learn and develop.

With a commitment to innovative teaching and learning, we 
aim to bring out the best in each and every pupil, regardless of 
their starting point or background.  We want to build pupils of 
character and enable them, through their own endeavour, to 
achieve beyond the bounds of expectation.

As part of the GDST our girls collaborate with fellow GDST 
students across the country, broadening their experiences well 
beyond Town Walls.

At Shrewsbury High we understand that students don’t just 
learn in the classroom.  They learn on the playing field, in the 
drama studio, the debating chamber, camping in the wild or 
exploring the city.
 
Girls joining Shrewsbury High join the country’s most extensive 
contacts book, the GDST Alumnae network of over 70,000 
brilliant women.  Through our Alumnae team and our 
pioneering Rungway app our girls can connect with, and seek 
advice from, GDST alumnae in a huge range of different 
professions both at school and beyond.

Our pupils are GDST ‘girls for life.’ 
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Our girls are supported through their education because 
pastoral care is as important to us as results, our girls do 
better because they feel better.  Innovative partnerships with 
the Positive Project and Girls on Board gives our pupils the 
tools to be happy and balanced.

It is our responsibility to prepare our girls for a rapidly 
changing world and whatever path they choose, Shrewsbury 
High will walk it with her.

These are exciting times for Shrewsbury High School girls!
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Celebrating
the character, 
endeavour and 
achievement
of every pupil
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Supporting pupils to achieve their individual academic and career 
goals is at the heart of our education at Shrewsbury High School.
   
Our highly experienced and dedicated team of teaching staff seek out 
ways to inspire our students, challenge them in their thinking, and 
unleash their potential.   We understand how girls prefer to learn, 
providing hour long lessons, to encourage the deep learning that suits 
girls’ preference for mastery and depth.
  
We build up confidence so that girls actively participate in lessons, 
becoming more assertive within the classroom and gaining power in 
their own voice.

Pupils leaving Shrewsbury High School opt to study a wide range of 
subjects at some of the country’s top universities, but whether she is 
aiming for the leafy spires of Oxbridge or the cut and thrust of an 
industry apprenticeship, whether it’s drama school or an art 
foundation, a history degree or sports science at university, agricultural 
college or straight to the world of work - we want our pupils and 
parents to feel confident that we can support her to get there. 

Academic success can look different for all our girls, by understanding 
an individual’s ability, we can provide an educational experience that 
suits every pupil.
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Guiding discovery and
delivering excellence
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Educating mind, body and spirit

The Senior Boys’ Programme
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The co-curricular offer at SHS celebrates excellence and 
encourages participation from all girls, allowing them to 
develop their skills and discover new talents.

We combine elite performance and opportunity for all, 
applauding the poise and talents of the musician or actress, 
cheering on the determination of the sportswoman and 
celebrating teamwork in House events throughout the year.
Our girls don’t play second fiddle to anyone, they are free to 
play all the roles within school life, the leaders, the class clowns, 
the chemists, the classical scholars and they can make 
unconstrained choices about their interests, giving them a real 
sense of freedom and possibility.
 
Our girls are campaigners, inspired by a social conscience to 
support environmental and charitable causes and engage in 
meaningful debate.  Their activism can be seen both at school 
in events such as Eco Day and in arenas beyond such as the 
Model United Nations.
 
Frequent opportunity for travel is not only a lot of fun but also 
broadens their minds, allowing them to explore Art, Politics and 
History, improve their understanding of the world around them 
and set them on a journey to become engaged (and engaging) 
global citizens.
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Pastoral care underpins all our work here at the High School.  
It means a huge amount that parents have chosen us for their 
daughters, entrusting them to our care and professional 
expertise.

We want our girls to thrive socially, emotionally and 
academically, be confident, resilient and proud of their school 
and be confident to seek help if something is wrong so that 
we can help make it right.

Our PSHE programme is designed to counter the specific 
pressures a 21st century girl faces and we make sure she finds 
a strong voice through our student council, learning council 
and our digital leaders’ programme.  Peer mentoring and 
support such as our Sixth Form “Big Sisters” and House 
system is at the heart of our ethos as a school community.

We strive to ensure that there is no better environment in 
which to be challenged, no kinder environment in which to 
cope with setbacks and no richer environment in which to 
discover their interests and fulfil their potential.
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“This is the school that 
has taught me to 
believe in myself, be 
committed, courageous, 
confident and 
composed and to 
believe that I leave here 
with the capability to 
make a difference”.

SHS pupil



In the heart
of the community
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Shrewsbury High School has been educating girls in the heart of 
Shrewsbury since 1885.

Our Town Walls site on the banks of the River Severn not only 
gives us the wonderful advantages of stepping out of school into 
the glorious Quarry Park with easy access onto the river for our 
rowers, but it also means that for more than 100 years the school’s 
history has been intertwined with that of the town, giving us a very 
special connection to Shrewsbury, its residents and businesses.

High School girls are easily recognisable walking to and from 
school, our pupils can be regularly seen volunteering in local 
businesses or rowing on the River. Our Senior girls visit local 
primary schools running theatre workshops and we welcome 
schools to SHS for Lego robotics, sports and languages 
programmes. 

Our Biomedical and Oxbridge Conferences, SHS Lecturefest and 
Careers events are open to the whole community and our 
conference rooms, sports halls and dining hall are used for local 
business forums, sports clubs and even flower show luncheons! 
 
It is a huge privilege to be so closely connected to the town and 
its people, we can offer our pupils all the benefits of a small school 
whilst being firmly rooted and connected to the wider community 
around us.



We hope you have enjoyed this glimpse 
of life at Shrewsbury High.  We remain 
intentionally small and hugely ambitious 
for our pupils, we really know every one 
of our girls and we prize their happiness 
above all else.

If you would like to find out more about 
what makes Shrewsbury High School 
such a very special place, come and 
visit us.
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Shrewsbury High School
32 Town Walls

Shrewsbury
Shropshire
SY1 1TN

01743 494 038
admissions@shr.gdst.net

visit shrewsburyhigh.gdst.net

CHARA
CT

ER
 - E

NDEAVOUR - ACHIEVEMENT - 


